PHAP DINH SAI GON

Sau khi binh on duoc Sai Gon, ngudi Phap cho x4y ba cong trinh gén nhu cung lac: Kham Lon
trén ménh dat qﬁa chg Cay Da Com (nay 1a Thu vién Khoa hoc Tong hqp), Toa An Sai Gon, va
Dinh Thong Poc Nam Ky (sau la Dinh Bgdc Lap) — dai dién bd mat quyén luc cua Phap.

Trong nhitng bai viét trudc, t6i da gioi thidu hai cong trinh Kham Lén va Dinh Théng Ddc. Con
Toa An Sai Gon (Tribunal de Saigon — Toa Dai Hinh), ma dan ching thuong goi la Phap Dinh
Sai Gon, cling do kién truc su Foulhoux gidm sat thi cong vao nam 1881, dén nam 1885 thi hoan
thanh.

Tribunal de Saigon thoi Phap thudc toa lac trén dudng MacMahon. No6i dén con dudng c6 cai tén
dep d& nay, cho t6i dong dai mot chut vi bat chot ky e xua hién vé. Ngudi biét tiéng Phap chit
it nhu ma t6i gioi 1am xong tiéu hoc trudng lang ciing doc tiéng Tay ngon o “Mat Ma Hong”,
mic di ca doi ba chua 1an nao dit chan dén day. Hoi t6i con nho ba hay ké chuyén Sai Gon thoi
Phép. That ra d6 1 nhimg cau chuyén ma t6i nghe ngudi 16n tudi ké lai, roi dem thuat lai cho con
chau nghe nhu thé ba 1a nguoi Sai Gon ¢ kém canh ai. Ba mé t6i tir néng thon 1én Sai Gon sinh
song sau khi ngudi Phap roi khoi Bong Duong dugc vai ba nam.

Cai tén Mat Ma Hong, hoi do6 toi clr nghi 14 tén mot ba ddm diém dua. Té ra 1a tén dai ngoang
Marie Esme Patrice Maurice de MacMahon ctia vi Théng Ché rdi 1én 1am Tong Théng D¢ Tam
Cong Hoa Phap. Nguoi Phap ly tén MacMahon dit tén cho mot doan dudng & trung tAm Sai
Gon thu¢ ay phat trién dén khu vyc Cho Diii ngay nay tire duong Tran Quy Cép. Sau khi 1én
nam chinh quyén, Tong Théng Ngb Dinh Diém cho d6i tén MacMahon thanh duong Cong Ly.
Cai tén Cong Ly khong phai danh nhan cua nhiing anh hung vinh danh dugc dat tén duong phd,
ma n6 gan lién voi mot noi dai dién cho cong 1y ctia hé thdng tu phap cao nhat, tirc 1a Toa
Thuong Tham Sai Gon, hay dan ching con goi 1a Phap Pinh Sai Gon.

Pén day toi xin tr¢ lai thud ban déu cua Tribunal de Saigon, tirc Toa Pai Hinh, dé trinh bay theo
dong thoi gian cho mach lac. Toa Pai Hinh thué d6 sau khi khanh thanh chuyén phu trach xét xu
cac vu trong an hau hét 1a toi pham chinh tri dau tranh chéng Phap. Sau ¢6 bon nam (1889) thi
d6i thanh Toa Hinh Sy Sai Gon (Cour criminelle de Saigon) kiém Toa Thuong Tham Déng
Duong (Cour d’appel de 1’Indochine). Nam 1919 dbi tén thanh Toa Thuong Tham Nam Ky
(Cour d’appel de Cochinchine).

Theo tai liéu ctia Trung Tam Luu Trit Qudc Gia I (J 992- Journal officiel de 1’Indochine 1889)
ctia tac gia Hoang Hang trich dan vé hé thong tu phap Nam Ky: “Nam Ky 1a khu vuc ngudi Phap
chiém duoc sém nhét tai Viét Nam va 1a thudc dia do nguoi Phap truc tiép cai tri voi mot hé
thong luat phap khac han hé théng duoc ap dung tai Bic Ky va Trung Ky. Ngay 25 thang 7 nim
1864, thuc dan Phap ban hanh Séc 1énh dau tién vé to chic tu phap & Nam Ky. Theo d0, ¢6 2 hé
thng song song ton tai: Mot 1 hé thong toa Ty an chuyén xét xtr ngudi Phap do quan toa
chuyén nghi¢p phu trach, xét xur theo luat cua nude Phap. Cac quan toa chuyén nghiép truc thude
vién Tong Bién Ly. Téng Bién Ly dat dudi quyén chi dao ciia Théng Pdc Nam Ky. Hai 1a: Hé
thong toa Nam 4n: chuyén xét x{r ngudi Viét va ngudi Au cur tri tai Nam Ky do céc quan cai tri —



chu tinh thye dan phu trach, xet xu theo thé’ché' ctia triéu Nguyén lac bay gi0. Cac quan chu tinh
trye thuge Giam doc Nha Noi chinh. Cho dén ngay 17 thang 6 nam 1889, Tong Thong Phap ky
ban hanh Sac Iénh cai t6 t6 chirc tu phap tai Nam Ky. Sac 1énh gom 8 phan, 146 dicu...”

Dé khong mat thoi gian tim hiéu hé thong tu phap ctia Phap ap dung trén toan c¢di Nam Ky, trong
téng quan bai viét ngin néi riéng vé Phap Pinh Sai Gon trich tir didu 29, 30 va 36: “Toa Pai
Hinh Sai Gon xét xtr nhirng vu trong an do nguoi Phap hoidc nhitng nguoi Au khéc trén dit Cao
Mién hodc ngudi chau A qudc tich Phap giy ra dbi voi ngudi Phap, hodc ngudi Au, hodc ngudi
chau A. Pham vi toa Pai Hinh Sai Gon bao gém cic tiéu khu: Cho Lén, Gia Dinh, Tay Ninh,
Bién Hoa, Ba Ria va Con Dao. Mdi Toa Thuong thim gém c6: Mot Chanh nhit, cac Chanh An
phong, cac Hoi Tham, mot Chudng Ly, mot hay nhiéu Phé Chudng Ly, nhitng Tham Ly, mot
Chanh Luc Sy, cac Luc Sy, nhitng Tham T4 va Thu Ky.”

Can ban nhan sy cho mot Toa Thuong Tham 1 nhu thé. Bén canh d6 con ¢6 Hoi Tham Nhan
Dan, tuc 1a nhitng ngudi dan dugce Uy Ban Hanh Chinh chon lua vao dau nam sau khi tham khao
v6i 6ng Chudng Ly. Muc dich chon Hoi Tham Nhan Dan dé xét va cin nhéc vé tinh va Iy trong
mot vu an dé pham nhan co6 thé dugc cho huoéng su khoan héng cua cong ly.

Noi dén ci tinh 12 cham dén mot gbc cua dao nghia lam nguoi. Ch'ﬁmg han vu an Phan Phat Sanh
tirc Phan Xich Long, mot thanh nién xut than 1am bdi ban cho Phap, rdi tham gia hoi kin (Thién
bia Ho1) muu dd lam chuyén quéc su. Chéng may bi bét, xtr & Toa Pai Hinh Sai Gon véi an tu
chung than kho sai. Trong khi cho thi hanh 4n thi bi tam giam ¢ Kham Lén. Viée lam cia dng
khién chan dong nhung trai tim yéu nudc va gioi giang h6 ma thuong Gidi giang ho tap trung tu
cac hoi kin ¢ khap noi, to chirc cudp nguc ctru dai ca bang khi gidi gido mac, giy tam vong,
nhung chuyén bat thanh. Két qua Phan Xich Long va 50 ngudi anh em phai chiu an tir hinh tai
DPong Tap Tran.

Cai dao 1am nguoi trong bdi canh xa hoi thud dau thé ky hai muoi van 1a thiy chuyén bat binh
rit dao tuong trg. Chura han nhiing ban bé giang hd cting hoi kin v6i Phan Xich Long 14 ¢6 ciing
chung chi huéng, danh Phép vi 10ng yéu nudc ma day 1a chuyén anh em giang ho to long diéu
nghé. Nha van Son Nam viét trong cuén sach nho “Nguoi Sai Gon”, nhan xét nhu sau: “Gap
mau thuan gay git, kho xu, dung bién phap tho 16, danh dam nhau, nhu'ng sau sdc nhat 1a dén
chuia midu, thé mot tleng rdi bé qua. Tod an cua thé tuc khong cong binh nhu toa an luong tim
ctia ngudi khuat mit (than thanh)”.

Tuy vay, phap dinh ludn 13 cong cu quan trong ciia bat ky thé ché nao dung dé diéu tiét va quan
1y cac quan hé xa hi cho cong bang. Co tdi thi phat, vo tdi thi tha dya trén cac diéu ludt va quy
dinh do Bo Tu Phép soan thao.

Vé mit to chirc ctia Toa Thuong Tham Sai Gon co ban 1a nhu vay. Riéng vé trang tri kién triic
nhin tir ngodi vao 1a 4 canh cong sit bang thép diic rit ning, ¢6 tru & giita mo ra hai bén. Hai bén
céng 12 hai try cot vuong mdi canh 1m. Bén trén hai try cot 1a tuong nang Marianne biéu tuong
cho cugc Cach Mang Phéap. Budc 1én tam cap, gap ngay ba canh cira gd to day dan vao gian sanh
rong khoéng dang gitta toa nha hinh chit cong (giéng chir I). No6i bat dudi dinh hién hinh tam
giac phia bén ngoai cua tang hai duoc trang tri mot birc phu diéu hoa la va tuong nguoi. Tugng ¢
giita biéu trung cho than cong 1y, tay phai cam kiém, tay trai gitr cudn sach c6 khic chit CODE



(b0 luat). Hai bén c6 tuong ngudi An Nam, mot nam dau quén khan, mét nit dau bii toc. Hai
hinh tugng nay c6 thé 1a biéu tugng dai dién cho boi tham nhan dan.

Bén trong gian sanh 16n, hai bén 1a cac phong xir so thim hinh sy va déan su, chinh giita 14 cau
thang rong 16n din 1én lau hai dén cac phong xu phuc tham. Phia dau cau thang trang tri béng hai
pho tuong nit than. Bén phai la than cong 1y cam kiém, bén trai 1a tuong nir than doan két, thanh
cau thang trang tri cac hoa tiét hoa van trong cac than thoai Hy Lap rét sic sao va tuyét dep.

Dén dau thap nién 1960, khi cac vu an ngdy cang nhiéu, Toa khong du phong xét xtr, chinh
quyén cho xay dung thém cac phong phuc vu. Kién Trac Su DS Ba Vinh giir nguyén thiét ké cua
toa nha, thiét ké thém diy nha ngang nam vé phia dudng Nguyén Trung Truc. Cong trinh méi
nay uy nghiém va hai hoa véi khu nha phia trude.

Phap Dinh Sai Gon xay dung khong dung bé tong cot sat xung dang 1a mét cong trinh kién triic
nghé thuat cap quoc gia, dén nay nhiéu hang myc di xudng cap tram trong. K& hoach trung tu toa
nha dang dugc tién hanh, nhiéu ngudi quan tim dén di san kién trac thudc dia hy vong rang viéc
trung tu bao dam tinh nguyén thity con lai ctia cong trinh di qua 130 tudi.
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